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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: ISAKSSON, Mikael, BENGTSSON, Daniel, SJOBERG, Frank, 
ODLING, Per, NILSSON, Rickard, BAHLENBERG, Gunnar, 
JOHANSSON, Magnus, OLSSON, Lennart and OKVIST, Goran 

Serial No . : Unassigned 

Filing Date: Herewith 

For: IMPROVEMENTS IN, OR RELATING TO VDSL 

Examiner: Unassigned 
Art Unit: Unassigned 

Box Patent Application 
Commissioner For Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

AMENDMENT 

Sir/Madam: 

Prior to examination please amendment the above-identified application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Claim 1, line 4, change "characterised in that" to —wherein-; 
Claim 2, lines 1 and 2, change "characterised in that" to —wherein--; 
Claim 3, lines 1 and 2, change "characterised in that" to —wherein--. 



4. (Amended) A telecommunications system, as claimed in [any previous] claim 
1_, [characterised in that] wherein said pulse shaped wings are in the form of a raised cosine 
pulse. 

5. (Amended) A telecommunications system, as claimed in [any previous] claim 
1_, [characterised in that] wherein the same number of sub-carriers are used for transmission 
in the up stream direction as are used for transmission in the down stream direction. 

6. (Amended) A telecommunications system, as claimed in [any of claims 1 to 
4] claim 1 , [characterised in that] wherein a different number of sub-carriers are used for 
transmission in the up stream and down stream directions. 
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7. (Amended) A telecommunications system, as claimed in [any previous] claim 
1, [characterised in that] wherein said transmitter comprises [an] a b-bit buffer and encoder 
for receiving an input bit stream at a rate of R bit/s, [a] an n-point IDFT processor for 
receiving an output from said b-bit buffer and encoder, extension means for adding a cyclic 
extension to an output of said IDFT processor, a pulse shaper for shaping a DMT symbol 
output from said extension means, and a digital to [analogue] analog converter and low pass 
filter for converting a DMT symbol received from said pulse shaper to [analogue] analog 
form and passing said DMT to a transmission channel. 

8. (Amended) A telecommunications system, as claimed in [any previous] claim 
1 9 [characterised in that] wherein said receiver includes an [analogue] analog to digital 
converter for [digitising] digitizing a DMT symbol received from a transmission channel, a 
windowing unit connected to an output of said [analogue] analog to digital converter, a 
stripper unit for removing cyclic extensions to said DMT symbol, an n-point DFT processor 
for receiving an output from said stripper unit, a frequency domain [equalisation] 
equalization unit for receiving an output from said n-point DFT unit and decoder, and a b-bit 
buffer for receiving an output from said frequency domain [equalisation] equalization unit 
and outputting a bit stream at R bit/s. 

9. (Amended) A modem for use in a transmission system as claimed in [any of 
claims 1-6] claim 1, [characterised in that] wherein said modem includes a transmitter as 
claimed in claim 7. 

10. (Amended) A modem as claimed in [claims] claim 9, [characterised in that] 
wherein said modem includes a receiver as claimed in claim 8. 

11. (Amended) A method in a telecommunication system having at least two 

VDSL systems adapted to asynchronous transmit DTM-symbols between each pair of 

modems having at least two VDSL systems, each comprising a pair of modems, said at least 
476249.1 
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two VDSL systems belonging to a binder group common to both VDSL systems, 
[characterised by] comprising the steps of: 

- in a transmitter in a first modem in a pair of modems 

- cyclic extend a DTM-symbol by way of adding a prefix and a suffix; 

- pulse shaping side lobes of the cyclic extended DMT-symbol; 

- transmit the cyclic extended and pulse shaped DMT-symbol to a 
transmission channel; 

- and in a receiver in a second modem in the pair of modems 

- windowing the DTM-symbol which transmits on the 
[transmissionchannel] transmission channel by way of multiplying ja 
samples at the beginning and end of a block of 2N+ji samples; folding and 
adding p/2 samples from the beginning of the 2N+|a block of samples to 
the end of the 2N remaining samples; and folding and adding \U2 samples 
from the end of the 2N+|a block of samples to the beginning of the 2N 
remaining samples, and removing said cyclic extension from a DTM- 
symbol. 

12. (Amended) A method, as claimed in claim 11 [characterised by] further 
comprising adding a cyclic extension [is] to DMT symbols, said cyclic extension comprising: 

a suffix which is greater than, or equal to, a charmers propagation delay; and 

- a prefix which is greater than, or equal to, a guard time needed to eliminate inter- 
symbol interference. 

13. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 11 [or 12], [characterised by] 
further comprising forming said pulse shaped wings as a raised cosine pulse. 

14. (Amended) A method as claimed in [any of claims 11 to 13] claim 11 , 

[characterised by] further comprising performing said pulse shaping at a transmitter after 

addition of a cyclic extension to a symbol and prior to digital to [analogue] analog 

conversion. 
476249.1 
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15. (Amended) A method as claimed in [any of claims 11 to 14] claim 11 , 
[characterised by] further comprising transmitting the same number of sub-carriers in both an 
upstream and down stream direction. 

16. Amended) A method as claimed in [any of claims 11 to 14] claim 11 , 
[characterised by] further comprising transmitting a different number of sub-carriers in the an 
up stream and down stream direction. 

REMARKS 

This is a preliminary amendment in which the claims have been amended to place 
them in better form before initial examination by the Examiner. Favorable action is hereby 
earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 




^arfiefH. Morris — 

R^No. 34,681 

WOLF, GREENFIELD & SACKS, P.C. 
600 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, MA 02210-221 1 
Attorneys for Applicant(s) 
Tel.no. (617) 720-3500 
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Improvements in. or Relating to. VDSL 



The present invention relates to a method of using VDSL zipper duplex 
transmission in an unsynchronised mode, a system employing VDSL zipper duplex 
transmission, in an unsynchronised mode, over a common twisted pair cable, a 
transmission system employing the method, a receiver for use with the transmission 
system, a transmitter for use with the transmission system and a modem, 
incorporating a receiver and transmitter, for use with the transmission system. 

In our co-pending patent application WO 9706619, there is described a 
procedure for suppressing near-end crosstalk (NEXT) when using duplex 
communication, in twisted pair wire networks, in which different sub-carriers are 
used in the two transmission directions, and in which the subcarriers are orthogonal. 
Preferably a number of sub-carriers are transmitted in each transmission direction. 
Alternate sub-carriers are used in each direction. The number of sub-carriers used 
in one transmission direction may be greater than the number used in the other 
transmission direction. 

In our co-pending patent application, referenced above, the use of Zipper 
VDSL with time synchronization is described. The present invention complements 
the earlier invention, in that it enables VDSL Zipper duplex transmission, as 
described in our co-pending patent application, without time synchronization 
between different modem pairs over the same twisted copper pair cable, he. in the 
same binder group. 

Zipper is a time-synchronized frequency division duplex implementation of 
discrete muiti tone (DMT) modulation. Two communicating Zipper modems 
transmit DMT symbols simultaneously with a common clock. The Zipper scheme 
implies that every carrier, in the total set of carriers in the DMT signal, is exclusively 
chosen to be used for either for the up-stream , or the down-stream, direction. 
When all transmitters are time synchronized, the near end cross-talk (NEXT) and 
near end echoes, injected into the received signal, are orthogonal to the desired 
signal. To ensure the orthogonality between the signal and all the noise sources 



originating from DMT signals in the opposite direction, the guard time, with cyclic 
extension of the symbols between consecutive symbols, must be dimensioned for 
the maximum propagation delay of the channel. Further, the size of the guard time 
is minimised by applying timing advance. 

Several duplex VDSL systems may share the same twisted pair copper 
cable. Such systems are referred to as belonging to the same binder group, VDSL 
systems, using Zipper, which belong to the same binder group, are affected by line 
attenuation, near end echo and crosstalk. In known Zipper transmission systems, 
when timing advance is used, all transceivers, in a binding group, start the 
transmission of each frame at the same time. 

There are three types of signal that affect the length of the cyclic extension 
in each frame: 

the received signal; 

the echo signal caused by imperfect balance of the hybrid and 
impedance discontinuities in the fine; and 

the NEXT signal. 

Orthogonality, between the received signal, the echo signal and the NEXT 
signal, is preserved if each sampled DMT symbol is disturbed by a single frame 
from each one of the near-end transmitters. Because of this, in order to preserve 
orthogonality, the cyclic extension has to be dimensioned to cover all impulse 
responses from the line, the echoes and the NEXT. 

However, in certain situations it may be difficult, for practical reasons, or 
otherwise undesirable, to provide and maintain time synchronization between all 
transmitters in the same binder group. It is therefore desirable to enable Zipper 
modems, if necessary, to operate in a non-synchronized mode. In other words, 
only pairwise synchronisation is maintained between a VTU-0 and VTU-R pair. The 
present invention provides this option for Zipper modems and systems employing 



Zipper modems. Thus, the present invention permits different users to transmit 
time asynchronous DMT frames in the same binder group. However, although this 
is always possible, a noticeable performance penalty can be expected in many 
situations because of increased NEXT. One way in which the present invention 
mitigates increased NEXT is by pulse shaping of DMT frames prior to transmission 
and providing additional puise shaping at the receiver. Using pulse shaping at the 
transmitter has the additional advantage of higher suppression of the side lobes of 
the DMT spectrum. This increases spectral compatibility with other systems, such 
as, ADSL and CAP-VDSL 

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is provided a 
telecommunications transmission system using zipper having at least two VDSL 
systems, each comprising a pair of zipper modems, said at least two VDSL 
systems belonging to a binder group common to both VDSL systems, characterised 
in that said telecommunications transmission system is adapted to: 

handle zipper transmissions transmitted in said binder group; 

at least partly mitigate NEXT; and 

permit transmissions in a first VDSL system which are asynchronous 
with transmissions in at least a second VDSL system. 

DMT frames may be pulse shaped prior to transmission. 

Said pulse shaping may produces an improved suppression of side lobes 
of said DMTs spectrum. 

A cyclic extension may be added to DMT symbols, said cyclic extension 
comprising: 

a suffix which is greater than, or equal to, a channel's propagation 
delay; and 
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a prefix which is greater than, or equal to, a guard time needed to 
eliminate inter-symbol interference. 

Said pulse shaping may be produced by forming pulse shaped wings on a 
DMT frame in cyclic extensions of the DMT frame. 

5 Said pulse shaped wings may be in the form of a raised cosine pulse. 

Said pulse shaping may be performed at a transmitter, after addition of a 
cyclic prefix and cyclic suffix, to a symbol and prior to digital to analogue conversion. 

A DMT signal received by a receiver may be windowed to further reduce 

NEXT. 

10 Said windowing may be performed by: 

multiplying p samples at the beginning and end of a block of 2N+p 
samples; 

folding and adding p/2 samples from the beginning of the 2N+p 
block of samples to the end of the 2N remaining samples; and 

15 - folding and adding p/2 samples from the end of the 2N+p block of 

samples to the beginning of the 2N remaining samples. 

The same number of sub-carriers may be used for transmission in the up 
stream direction as are used for transmission in the down stream direction. 

A different number of sub-carriers may be used for transmission in the up 
20 stream and down stream directions. 

According to a second aspect of the present invention, there may be 
provided, in a telecommunications transmission system using zipper and having at 
least two VDSL systems, each comprising a pair of zipper modems, said at least 



two VDSL systems belonging to a single binder group common to both VDSL 
systems, a method of transmission characterised by permitting zipper transmissions 
of said first and, at least, said second VDSL transmission systems, to be 
transmitted in said single binder group, where transmission in said first VDSL 
system are asynchronous with zipper transmission in said second VDSL system 
and in which the effects of NEXT are, at least partly, mitigated. 

DMT frames may be pulse shaped prior to transmission. 

Said pulse shaping may produce an improved suppression of side lobes of 
said DMTs spectrum. 

A cyclic extension may be added to DMT symbols, said cyclic extension 
comprising: 

a suffix which is greater than, or equal to, a channel's propagation 
delay; and 

a prefix which is greater than, or equal to, a guard time needed to 
eliminate inter-symbol interference. 

Pulse shaped wings may be formed on a DMT frame in the cyclic extensions 
of the DMT frame. 

Said pulse shaped wings may be formed as a raised cosine pulse. 

Said pulse shaping may be performed at a transmitter after addition of a 
cyclic extension to a symbol and prior to digital to analogue conversion. 

A DMT signal received by a receiver may be windowed to further reduce 

NEXT. 

The following steps may be used to perform said windowing: 

multiplying |j samples at the beginning and end of a block of 2M+[x 



samples; 



folding and adding jj/2 samples from the beginning of the 2N+p 
block of samples to the end of the 2N remaining samples; and 

folding and adding \i/2 samples from the end of the 2N+fi block of 
samples to the beginning of the 2N remaining samples. 

The same number of sub-carriers may be transmited in both an upstream 
and down stream direction. 

A different number of sub-carriers transmited in the up stream and down 
stream directions. 

According to a third aspect of the present invention, there is provided a 
transmitter, for use in a transmission system as set forth in any preceding 
paragraph, characterised in that said transmitter comprises an a b-bit buffer and 
encoder for receiving an input bit stream at a rate of R bit/s, a n-point IDFT 
processor for receiving an output from said b-bit buffer and encoder, extension 
means for adding a cyclic extension to an output of said IDFT processor, a pulse 
shaper for shaping a DMT symbol output from said extension means, and a digital 
to analogue converter and low pass filter for converting a DMT symbol received 
from said pulse shaper to analogue form and passing said DMT to a transmission 
channel. 

Said pulse shaper may form pulse shaped wings on said DMT symbol as 
raised cosine pulses. 

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, there is provided a 
receiver, for use in a transmission system as set forth in any preceding paragraph, 
characterised in that said receiver includes an analogue to digital converter for 
digitising a DMT symbol received from a transmission channel, a windowing unit 
connected to an output of said analogue to digital converter, a stripper unit for 
removing cyclic extensions to said DMT symbol, an n-point DFT processor for 



receiving an output from said stripper unit, a frequency domain equalisation unit for 
receiving an output from said n-point DFT unit and decoder, and a b-bit buffer for 
receiving an output from said frequency domain equalisation unit and outputting a 
bit stream at R bit/s. 

Said windowing unit may perform the following operations: 

multiplying p samples at the beginning and end of a block of 2N-*^ 
samples; 

folding and adding \il2 samples from the beginning of the 2N+y 
block of samples to the end of the 2N remaining samples; and 

folding and adding jj/2 samples from the end of the 2N+p block of 
samples to the beginning of the 2N remaining samples. 

According to a fifth aspect of the present invention, there is provided a 
modem, for use in a transmission system as set forth in any preceding paragraph, 
characterised in that said modem includes a transmitter as set forth in any 
preceding paragraph. 

Said modem may include a receiver, as set forth in any preceding 
paragraph. 

Embodiments of the invention will now be described, by way of example, 
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 illustrates the generation of interference signals, cross-talk and 
echo, that affect the orthogonality of Zipper. 

Figure 2 illustrates sampling, at the VTU-O side, of a received frame 
disturbed by frames from near end transmitters. 

Figure 3 illustrates a DMT transmitter/receiver pair for down-stream 



transmission, exemplifying symmetric communication where every second 
sub-carrier is used, respectively, for the up (u), and down-stream (d), 
directions. 

Figure 4 illustrates the frame format for zipper. 

Figure 5 illustrates non-orthogonal NEXT. 

Figure 6 illustrates pulse shaping of the DMT frame. 

Figure 7 is a schematic illustration of the pulse shaping process in the 
transmitter and the windowing process in the receiver. 

Figure 8 illustrates windowing of a received DMT frame. 

Figure 9 illustrates asynchronous non-orthogonal NEXT with and without 
windowing and pulse shaping. 

To fully appreciate the operation of the present invention it is necessary to 
consider the invention disclosed in our earlier co-pending patent application WO 
9706619. As previously explained, the present invention enables Zipper to be used 
in a manner in which VDSL systems operating in the same binder group can 
operate without mutual synchronisation between each system. 

Zipper, as disclosed in our co-pending patent application WO 9706619, is 
a time-synchronized frequency-division duplex implementation of discrete muiti tone 
(DMT) modulation. Two communicating Zipper modems transmit DMT symbols 
simultaneously with a common dock. The Zipper scheme implies that every carrier, 
in the total set of carriers in the DMT signal, is selected for use in either the up- 
stream, or the down-stream, direction. When all transmitters are time synchronized, 
the near end cross-talk (NEXT) and near end echoes injected into the received 
signal, are orthogonal to the desired signal. To ensure that orthogonality is 
maintained between the signal and all the noise sources, originating from DMT 
signals in the opposite direction, the guard time with cyclic extension of the symbols, 
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between consecutive symbols, must be dimensioned for the maximum propagation 
delay of the channel. Further, the size of the guard time is minimized by applying 
timing advance. 



Figure 1 depicts how two VDSL systems, sharing the same cable, i.e. in the 
5 same binder group, are affected by line attenuation, near end echo and cross-talk. 

Sources of interference that can be identified include: 



echo generated within the hybrids and passed from the transmitters 
to the receivers; 

NEXT which passes between the transmitter - receiver pairs at the 
10 near end; and 



FEXT which passes between the transmitter - receiver pairs at the 
far end and is transmitted over the full cable length. 



When timing advance is used, all transceivers start the transmission of each 
frame at the same time. There are three types of signals that affect the length of 
15 the cyclic extension in each frame: the received signal, the echo-signal due to 

imperfect balance of the hybrid and impedance discontinuities in the line, and finally 
the NEXT signal. Figure 2 shows sampling at the VTU-0 side of received frame 
disturbed by frames from near-end transmitters. 



As can be seen from Figure 2, the orthogonality between the desired part 
20 of the received signal and the disturbances {interference signals) is preserved if 

each sampled DMT symbol is disturbed by a single frame from each one of the 
near-end transmitters. As a consequence, to preserve orthogonality, the cyclic 
extension has to be dimensioned to cover all impulse responses from the line, the 
echoes, and the NEXT. 



25 The management of the capacity split between up-stream and down-stream 

is performed by assigning individual carriers for both directions. For example, if a 
fully symmetric service is required, sub-carriers with even indices can be assigned 
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to the up-stream and sub-carriers with odd indices can be assigned to the down- 
stream. Similarly, for an asymmetric 8:1 split, each ninth carrier can be assigned 
to the up-stream and the other carriers assigned to the down-stream. However, 
for the sake of spectral compatibility with other existing and future systems, 
operating on the same cable, alternative carrier assignments can be used. 

The transmission and reception of symbols is performed simultaneously at 
both ends by the VTU-0 and by the VTU-R. For down-stream transmission the bit 
stream is encoded by the VTU-0 transmitter into a set of quadrature amplitude 
modulated (QAM) sub-symbols, where each QAM sub-symbol represents a number 
of bits determined by the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) of its associated down-stream 
sub-channel, the desired overall error probability, and the target bit rate. The set 
of sub-symbols is then input, as a block, to a complex-to-real discrete Fourier 
transform (IDFT) processor, see Figure 3. Following the IDFT, a cyclic prefix is 
added to the output samples to eliminate intersymboi interference, and a cyclic 
suffix is appended to the output samples to maintain orthogonality between the 
desired signal and near-end distorting signals. The result is then converted from 
digital to analog format and applied to the channel. 

Thus, the input bit stream, see Figure 3 t enters a b-bit buffer and encoder, 
from which its is passed to the N-point IDFT processor and thence to the cyclic 
extension adder. Following which the signal is passed via the DAC and lowpass 
filter to the channel. 

At the VTU-R receiver, after anaiog-to-digital conversion, the cyclic prefix 
and suffix are stripped, and the samples are transformed back to the frequency 
domain by a DFT. Each output value used for down-stream transmission is then 
scaled by a single complex number to compensate for the magnitude and the 
phase of each down-stream sub-channel's attenuation, and a detector decodes the 
resulting symbols. The multiplication with this set of complex numbers, one per 
down-stream sub-channel, is called frequency-domain equalization (FEQ). Figure 
3 shows a block diagram of a DMT transmitter and receiver pair, assuming a 
noiseless channel. 



In the steady-state, the subchannel SNRs are monitored in a data-driven 
manner by the VTU-R during down-stream symbol periods, and the bit distribution 
is modified, as necessary, at the VTU-O, to optimize system performance. Upon 
detecting a degradation, or improvement, in one, or more, sub-channel SNRs, the 
VTU-R computes a modified bit distribution that better meets the desired error 
performance. Depending on the SNR of a degraded sub-channel, some, or all, of 
its bits may be moved, via a bit swap algorithm, to one, or more, other sub-channels 
that can support additional bits. The bit distribution change is reported to the VTU- 
O, where it is implemented. 

For up-stream transmission, the roles of the VTU-0 and VTU-R are 
reversed, that is, transmission and reception are performed on the up-stream set 
of sub-channels and the operations described above are the same. 

The frequency range from zero to 1 1,04 MHZ is partitioned into 2,048 sub- 
channels. The Nyquist carrier (sub-channei 2,048) and the dc carrier (sub-channel 
0) are not be used for data. 

Transmission may occur on up to 2047 sub-carriers, although those sub- 
carriers overlapping the POTS, ISDN, and amateur radio frequency bands are 
typically not used in the default configuration. The lowest sub-channel available to 
support data transmission is dependent on the POTS/ISDN splitter design. 

The frame format for Zipper comprises two parts, namely: 

the DMT symbol; and 

the cyclic extension. 

Orthogonality is maintained between the received signal and interfering DMT 
signals transmitted in the opposite direction, if they are sufficiently aligned in time. 
This requirement is fulfilled by the addition of a cyclic extension to the DMT symbol 
and the use of timing advance (TA). For the ease of description, the cyclic 
extension can be divided into a cyclic prefix and a cyclic suffix, where; 
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the suffix is greater than, or equal to, the propagation delay of the 
channel; and 

the prefix is greater than, or equal to, the guard time needed to 
eliminate inter-symbol interference. 

5 Figure 4 illustrates the frame format for zipper. 

When timing advance is used all transmitters commence transmission at the 
same time. The suffix part of the cyclic extension can be treated as an extra guard 
time required to maintain orthogonality between the up and down-stream channels 
along the wire line. To fulfil the orthogonality requirement at the receiver, the cyclic 
10 extension (prefix + suffix) must also cover the impulse response of the NEXT and 

the echo signal. 

The first samples of the IDFT output are appended to the block of 4096 
time-domain samples x k . The last L cp samples of the IDFT output are prepended 
to the block. The frame of samples is then read out to the digital-to-analog 
15 converter (DAC), see Figure 3, in sequence. That is, the subscripts k of the DAC 

samples in the sequence are (4096-L^),..., 4095,0,1,... 4094,0, 1,...(L W - 1). 

The length of the cyclic extension (L^ and L^) is typically a programmable 
entity set by the network operator. 

In order to maximize high duplex efficiency, timing advance can be used so 
20 that the VTU-0 transmitters and the VTU-R transmitters start transmitting each 

DMT frame at the same time. During the reception, a DMT symbol is only disturbed 
by single symbols, not affected by IF!, in the other direction due to the cyclic 
extension. 

Zipper is a duplexing scheme based on the Discrete Multitone Modulation 
25 (DMT) line-coding technique and was invented at Telia Research in 1995. A patent 

application, SE 952775 (corresponding to WO9706619) was filed on 4 th August 
1995. 
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In certain situations, it may be difficult for practical reasons, or it may be 
undesirable, to provide and maintain time synchronization between all transmitters 
in the same binder group. It is therefore desirable to provide an option for Zipper 
modems which enables them to operate in a non-synchronized mode, where only 
5 pairwise synchronization is maintained between a VTU-0 and VTU-R pair. Thus, 

the present invention allows different users to transmit time-asynchronous DMT 
frames in the same binder group. However, although this is always possible, a 
noticeable performance penalty, due to increased NEXT, is to be expected in many 
situations. One possible method of mitigating this is to use pulse shaping of the 
1 0 DMT frames prior to transmission and additional pulse shaping in the receiver. The 

use of pulse shaping at the transmitter results in a higher suppression of the side 
lobes of the DMT signal spectrum and gives higher spectral compatibility with other 
systems, for example, ADSL and CAP-VDSL 

When different pairs of transceivers (modems) operating in the same binder 
15 group are asynchronous, interference from NEXT wiii be introduced, because, the 

NEXT becomes non-orthogonal and therefore degrades the performance. The 
reason for the NEXT becoming non-orthogonal is that the received and sampled 
DMT frame will include NEXT from two consecutive DMT frames which are 
discontinuous, as depicted in Figure 5. 

20 In order to be able to operate in a non-synchronized mode it is necessary 

to suppress the NEXT by narrowing its out-of-band spectrum which interferes with 
the spectrum of the received signal. This can be effected by pulse shaping the 
DMT frame before transmission. 

Pulse shaping a DMT frame is performed by forming pulse-shaped wings, 
25 e,g. from a raised cosine pulse, in the cyclic extensions of the frame as shown in 

Figure 6. 



With pulse shaping a continuous phase is created between succeeding 
frames which suppresses the NEXT-interfering sub-carriers' side lobes. 
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The pulse shaping operation is performed at the transmitter after the cyclic 
extension is added to the symbol and before the digital to analog conversion (DAC) 
is performed. The position of the pulse shaping unit is depicted in Figure 7 which 
shows a block diagram of a transceiver/modem according to the present invention, 
5 The construction and operation of a VDSL modem will be immediately apparent to 

those skilled in the art from, Figure 7, without further explanation. However, for the 
sake of completeness a brief description of Figure 7 is set out below. 



The transmitter ami of the modem is shown at the top of Figure 7. The input 
bit stream, at Rbits/s, is passed to a n-bit buffer and encoder from whence a parallel 

10 signal, Xd^ k , Xu Zk = 0 Xd N . t kt Xu N k = 0, is passed to an n-point 1DFT processor. 

The output from the IDFT processor, x 1 k , x 2k x Nk , is then passed to a unit, PIS, 

where the cyclic extensions, both prefix and suffix, are added to the DMT symbol. 
The DMT symbol with cyclic extensions then passes to a pulse shaping unit where 
the pulse is shaped as described above. The DMT symbol is then passed to a 

15 digital to analogue convenor and low pass filter and thence to the transmission 

channel. 



The receiver arm of the modem is shown at the bottom of Figure 7. An 
incoming signal from the channel is first passed, via a low pass filter and analogue 
to digital converter, to a windowing unit, see below for further details. The symbols 

20 are then passed to a stripper unit which strips off the cyclic extensions, both prefix 

and suffix, and thence, as a signal y, k , y 2k y Nk , to a n-point DFT processor. 

The signal, Yd 1 ik , Yu 2k Yd N _ 1k) Yu nk , is then passed to a frequency domain 

equaliser, FEQ, see the description of Figure 3, and thence to a decoder and n-bit 
buffer, as a signal Xd t k , Xu 2k Xd N-1 kf Xu Nk , which outputs the received data 

25 stream at R bits/s. 



Windowing the received DMT frame, as shown in Figure 8, further 
suppresses the non-orthogonal NEXT. The windowing is performed by multiplying 
y samples, at both the beginning and end of the 2N+p block of samples. The \xl2 
30 samples from both ends are folded and added to the 2N remaining block of 

samples at the opposite ends as shown in Figure 8. As with the pulse shaping of 
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the DMT frames in the transmitter, the windowing in the receiver creates a 
continuous phase of the non orthogonal NEXT signals. The positioning of the 
windowing is shown in Figure 8. 

Figure 9 shows the combined effect, on the non-orthogonal NEXT, of puise 
shaping the DMT-frame in the transmitter and windowing the received frame in the 
receiver. Figure 9 also shows the signal energy, the NEXT reference signal without 
puise-shaping and windowing, the NEXT signal after pulse-shaping and windowing 
and the FEXT signal at each sub-carrier. As seen in the figure, more than 25 
dBm/Hz further suppression can be obtained by both pulse shaping and windowing. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A telecommunications transmission system having at least two VDSL 
systems, each comprising a pair of modems, said at least two VDSL 
systems belonging to a binder group common to both VDSL systems, 
characterised in that 

- a transmitter in a first modem in a pair of modem including 

a extension means (P/S) for cyklic extension of a DMT- 
symbol by way of adding a prefix or a suffix, 

a pulse shaper means, adapted to puiseshape sidelobes of a 
cyclic extended DMT-symbol, and futher 

- a receiver in a second modem in a pair of modem including 

windowing means adapted to multiplying n samples at the 
beginning and end of a block of 2N+U samples; folding and 
adding u/2 samples from the beginning of the 2N+U block of 
samples to the end of the 2N remaining samples; and folding 
and adding u/2 samples from the end of the 2N+P block of 
samples to the beginning of the 2N remaining samples. 

a stripping means (s/p) for removing said cyclic extension 
from a DTM-symbol. 

2. A telecommunications system, as claimed in claim 1, characterised in 
that said modem is a Zippermodem. 

3. A telecommunications system as claimed in claim 1 , characterised 
in that said cyclic extension comprising: 

a suffix which is greater than, or equal to, a channel's 
propagation delay; and 

a prefix which is greater than, or equal to, a guard time 
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needed to eliminate inter-symbol interference. 

4. A telecommunications system, as claimed in any previous claim, 
characterised in that said pulse shaped wings are in the form of a raised 
cosine pulse. 

5. A telecommunications system, as claimed in any previous claim, 
characterised in that the same number of sub-carriers are used for 
transmission in the up stream direction as are used for transmission in the 
down stream direction. 

6. A telecommunications system, as claimed in any of claims 1 to 4, 
characterised in that a different number of sub-carriers are used for 
transmission in the up stream and down stream directions. 

7. A telecommunications system, as claimed in any previous claim, 
characterised in that said transmitter comprises an a b-bit buffer and 
encoder for receiving an input bit stream at a rate of R bit/s, a n-point IDFT 
processor for receiving an output from said b-bit buffer and encoder, 
extension means for adding a cyclic extension to an output of said IDFT 
processor, a pulse shaper for shaping a DMT symbol output from said 
extension means, and a digital to analogue converter and low pass filter for 
converting a DMT symbol received from said pulse shaper to analogue 
form and passing said DMT to a transmission channel. 

8. A telecommunications system, as claimed in any previous claim, 
characterised in that said receiver includes an analogue to digital converter 
for digitising a DMT symbol received from a transmission channel, a 
windowing unit connected to an output of said analogue to digital converter, 
a stripper unit for removing cycfic extensions to said DMT symbol, an n- 
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point DFT processor for receiving an output from said stripper unit, a 
frequency domain equalisation unit for receiving an output from said n-point 
DFT unit and decoder, and a b-bit buffer for receiving an output from said 
frequency domain equalisation unit and outputting a bit stream at R bit/s. 

9. A modem for use in a transmission system as claimed in any of claims 
1-6, characterised in that said modem includes a transmitter as claimed in 
claim 7. 

10. A modem as claimed in claims 9, characterised in that said modem 
includes a receiver as claimed in claim 8. 

1 1 . A method in a telecommunication system having at least two VDSL 
systems adapted to asynchronous transmit DTM-symbols between each 
pair of modem having at least two VDSL systems, each comprising a pair 
of modems, said at least two VDSL systems belonging to a binder group 
common to both VDSL systems, characterised by the step of 

- in a transmitter in a first modem in a pair of modem 

cyclic extend a DTM-symbol by way of adding a prefix and a 
suffix; 

pulse shaping side lobes of the cyclic extended DMT-symboi; 

transmit the cyclic extended and pulse shaped DMT-symbol 
to a transmission channel: 

- and in a receiver in a second modem in the pair of modem 

windowing the DTM-symbol which transmits on the 
transmissionchannel by way of multiplying u samples at the 
beginning and end of a block of 2N+y samples; folding and 
adding y/2 samples from the beginning of the 2N+u block of 
samples to the end of the 2N remaining samples; and folding 
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and adding W2 samples from the end of the 2N+u block of 
samples to the beginning of the 2N remaining samples, and 
removing said cyclic extension from a DTM-symbol. 

12. A method, as claimed in claim 11 characterised by adding a cyclic 
extension is to DMT symbols, said cyclic extension comprising: 

a suffix which is greater than, or equal to, a channel's 
propagation delay; and 

a prefix which is greater than, or equal to, a guard time 
needed to eliminate inter-symbol interference. 

13. A method as claimed in claim 11 or 12, characterised by forming 
said pulse shaped wings as a raised cosine pulse. 

14. A method as claimed in any of claims 11 to 13, characterised by 
performing said pulse shaping at a transmitter after addition of a cyclic 
extension to a symbol and prior to digital to analogue conversion. 

15. A method as claimed in any of claims 11 to 14, characterised by 
transmitting the same number of sub-carriers in both an upstream and 
down stream direction. 

16. A method, as claimed in any of claims 11 to 14, characterised by 
transmitting a different number of sub-carriers in the up stream and down 
stream directions. 



ABSTRACT 
Improvements in. or Relating to. VDSL 



Zipper is a time-synchronized frequency-division duplex implementation of discrete 
multi tone (DMT) modulation. Two communicating Zipper modems transmit DMT 
symbols simultaneously with a common clock. The Zipper scheme implies that 
every carrier, in the total set of carriers in the DMT signal, is exclusively chosen to 
be used for either the up-stream or the down-stream direction. When all transmitters 
are time synchronized, the near end cross-talk (NEXT) and near end echoes 
injected into the received signal are orthogonal to the desired signal. 

The present invention provides s telecommunications transmission system using 
zipper and having at least two VDSL systems. Each of VDSL system comprises 
a pair of zipper modems communicating over a cable transmission path. The two 
VDSL systems employing a common cable. The telecommunications transmission 
system is adapted to: 

handle zipper transmissions transmitted over the common cable; 

at least partly mitigate NEXT; and 

permit transmissions in a first VDSL system which are asynchronous 
with transmissions in a second VDSL system. 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney for Patent Application 
Declaration et Pouvoirs pour Demande de Brevet 

French Language Declaration 



En tant que Fmventeur nomme ci-apres, je declare par le present acte 
que: 

Mon domicile, mon adressepostale, et ma nationality sont ceux figurant 
ckiessous a cote de mon nonx 

Je oois etre le premier inventeur original et unique (si un seul nom est 
mentionne ci-dessous), ou Tun des premiers co-inveuteurs originaux (si 
plusieurs noms sont meridonnes ci-dessous) de l'objet iwendique, pour 
lequd une demande de brevet a ete deposee coneernant Invention 
intitulee: 

IMPROVEMENTS IN, OR RELATING TO, VDSL 



et dont la description est fcurnie d-joint a moins que la case suivante 
n'aite^cochee: 

a ete deposee le 18 aout 2000 sous le 

numero de demande des Etats-Unis ou le numero de 
demande international 09/622^23 

□ les specifications portant le dossier de Favocat 

numero . 



As a below named inventor, I hereby declare tot 



My residence, post office address and titizenship are as stated next 
to my name. 

I bdieve I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name 
is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if plural 
names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and 
for which apatent is sougfit on the invention entitled 

IMPROVEMENTS IN, OR RELATING TO, VDSL 

the verification of which is attached hereto unless one of the 
followingboxes is checked: 

a was filed on 18AUGUST2000 

as United States Application Number or Mernational 
Number 09/622^23 

□ the specification of which bears attorney 
docket No. 



et modifiee le 

(le cas echeant). 

Je declare par le present acte avoir passe en revue et compris le conlmu 
de la description ci-dessus, revocations comprises, idles que 
modifier par toute modification dont il aura ete fait reference ci-dessus. 

Je reconnais devoir divulguer toute information pertinente a la 
brevetabdlit^ coin^ du Code federal des 

reglementations. 



and was amended on 

(if applicable). 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of 
the above identified specification, including the claims, as amended 
by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
§1.56. 
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FTO/SB/105(Rev. 5-95) OMB 0651-0032 



French Language Declaration 



Je revendique par le present acte avoir la priorite etrangere, en vertu du Titre 
35, §119(aK<9 ou § 365(b) du Code des Etats-Unis, sur toute demands 
etangere de brevet ou certificat d'inventeur on, en vertu du Titre 35, § 365(a) 
du mane Code, sur toute demande Internationale PCT designant au moins 
un pays autre que les Etats-Unis et figurant ci-dessous et, en cochant la case, 
j 'ai aussi indique ci-dessous toute demande etrangere de brevet, tout ceroficat 
d'inventeur ou toute demande inlemauonale PCT ayant une date de depot 
pnxedant ceUe de la demande a ptopos de laquelle une priorite est 
revenxliquee. 



Prior foreign applications) 
Demande(s) debrevet 
PCT/SE99/QQ21Q 



PCT 



(Number) 
(Numero) 

9800539-0 



(Countiy) 
(Pays) 



SWEDEN 



(Number) 
(Numeio) 



(Country) 
(Pays) 



I hereby claim foreign priority under Title 35, United States Coo^ ^ 
(d) or §365(b) of any foreign application's) for patent or inventor's 
certificate, or § 365(a) of any PCT International application which designated 
at least one country other than the United States, listed below, and have also 
identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application for patent or 
inventor's certificate, or PCT Memational application having a filing date 
before that of the application on which priority is claimed: 



Priority not claimed 
Droit de priorite nonrevendique 
17 FEBRUARY 1999 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 
(JonrMois/Anneede depot) 

21 FEBRUARY 1998 

(Day/Month ' Year Filed) 
(Jour/MoiVAnnee de depot) 



9801150-5 



SWEDEN 



(Number) 
(Numeio) 



(Country) 
(Pays) 



Je levendiquc par le present acte tout benefice, en vertu du Tide 35 §1 19(e) 
du Code des Etats-lMs, de toute demande de brevet provisoire efiectuee aux 
Etats-Unis et figurant ci-dessous. 



(AppficationNo.) 
(N°de demande) 

(ApplicationNo. ) 
(N°de demande) 



(Filing Date) 
(Date de depot) 



(Filing Date) 
Pate de depot) 



Je revendique par le present acte, le benefice, en vertu du Title 35 § 120 du 
Code des Etats-IMis, de toute demande de brevet ellectuee aux Etats-lMs, 
ou en vertu du Titre 35, § 365(c) du meme Code, de toute demande 
Internationale PCT designant les Etats-lMs et figurant ci-dessous et, dans la 
mesure ou l'objet de chacune des revrodcations de cette demande de brevet 
n'est pas divulgue dans la demande anterieure americaine ou Internationale 
PCX, en vertu des dispositions du premier paragraphe du litre 35, § 112 du 
Code des Etats-Unis, je reconnais devoir divulguer toute information 
pertinentealabrevetari^ § 1.56 du Code 

Federal des teglementafions, dont j 'ai pu disposer entre la date de depot de la 
rjermnde anterieure et la date de depot de la demande nationale ou 
intemationale PCT de la piesente demande: 



1 APRIL 1998 n 

(Day/Monlli'Yeai' Filed) 
(Jour/^is^Annee de depot) 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, iMted States Code, § 1 1 9(e) of any 
United States provisional application(s) listed below. 



I tereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, §120 of any 
United States application(s) or § 365(c) of any PCT international 
application© designating tie United States, listed below and, insofar as fee 
subject matter of each of the claims ofthis application is not disclosed in the 
prior United States or PCT International application in the manner provided 
by the fist paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, §112, 1 acknowledge 
the duly to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined 
in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1.56 which became available 
between fee filing date of fee prior application and fee national or PCT 
Memational filing date ofthis application: 



(AppficationNo.) 
(N°de Demande) 

(AppficauoriNo.) 
(N°deDemande) 



(Filing Dale) 
(Date de Depot) 



(Filing Date) 
(Date de Depot) 



Je declare par le present acte que toute declaration ti-incluse est, a ma 
connaissance, veri&que et que toute declaration formulae a partir de 
renseignements ou de suppositions est tenue pour veridique; et de plus, que 
toutes ces declarations out ete formulees en sachant que toute rausse 
declaration vofontaire ou son equivalent est passible d'une amende ou d'une 
incarceration, ou des deux, en vertu de la Section 1001 du litre 18 du Code 
des Etats-Unis, et que de telles declarations volontairement tausses risquent 
de compiometae la validite de la demande de brevet ou du brevet delivre a 
partir decelle-ci 



(StatusXPatented, pending abandoned) 
(StatutXbrevete, encours d'examen, abandonne) 



(StatusXPatented, pending abandoned) 
(StatutXbrevete, en cours d'examen, abandonne) 

I hereby declare feat all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further that these statements were made wife the knowledge feat 
willful false statements and fee like so made are punishable by fine or 
knpriscami£nt,crft of Title 18 of fee IMted States 

Code and that such williul false statements niay jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereoa 
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POUVOIR: Eh tanl que 1'inventeur cfte> je designe par la presente l'(lcs) avocal(s) etbu agents) 
suivan<s)t»i*(^"i^ cede damnde de brevet et traite(nt) toute aflaire 

s 5 y lappottant avec l'Office des brevets et des marques: (tnentkmner h riom et le mmtero 



R3\VEROF ATTORNEY: Asanas 

agents) to prosecute this application and transactaH business in the Patentand TiademaikOfficc 
connected Ihaewifh. (list name attdfiegisirution nmnber) 



DavidWolf 
Geoige L Greenfield 
Stanley Sacks 
Edward F.Pedman 
Lawrence M Gieen 
Steven J. Henry 
Edward R Gates 
Thetese A Heridridss 
WilliamRMjCJellan 
Ronald J. Krarrisdorf 
M LiLWKnceOliveno 
Jason M Honeyman 
James ILIVfoms 



JZS& 

28.105 

_ 27,900 

30389 
—29,409 

30<?15 
"^31^24 
^°34j58l 



PeterCLando 
Gary&Ehgefeon 
Peter X Gordon 
Randy XPrilzker 
RichaidRGiunla 
Douglas R Wolf 
HzabefliRHumer 
limo%XOyer 
JolmN.Anastasi 
HdenCLoddiart 
James M. Harriiin, Jn 
Christophers. Sdiultz 



34^54 



_ 36^71 

_J6£3Z 

^37,765 




PauiaSodfln 
JohnRVanAmsteadam 
Mitfhew RLowrie 
RobertERigbyJr. 
Robert A SJaivanek. Je 
Robert M Abiaharmen 
AlanB.Sherr 
Edward J. Russavage 
William G.Gosz 
NeQP.Ferraio 
UsaEWinsor 
IVfeikSteinberg 



40212 

~33g§" 

^36^04, 




StephenRKnch 
JosepJiTeja,^: 
Jeffrey B. Powers 
Alan W.Steele 
Daniel P. M^Loughfe 
RbbertHWalat 
Thomas G. field 
Md^J.Porrrianek 
M Efcad Lawrence 
Theodore E Galanthay 
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46,1 20- 
_ P-472LQ 
. 24,122 
34,845" 



Roberta MOiteheon 



38,717 



Send correspondence to: 
James E Mmis 

' Federal Reserve l^aa~~ *** 
600 Aflarifc^erji^Bostoa MA Q221fr-2211(USA) 



(Nometmimemde telephone) 



JarnesHIvfoms 
(617)720-3500 



Direct Telephone Calls to: (name and tetephone number) 
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Nationality 
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Citizenship 
Swedish 
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Post Office Address 
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Full name of second or joint inventor 
^^[CTSSQJS^ni^ 
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Date 



Inventor^ signature 



Date 



Domicile 



•s / " / 



Residence 



/ 



Nalionalite 



S-977 53UJ0LEA, SWEDEN c ^^^" 



Citizenship 
Swedish 



AdressePostale 



Post Office Address 
Forskarevagen 36 A 
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French Language Declaration 






Nom complet de Tunique ou premier inventeur , 

w 

£ — Z 


Full name of sole or first inventor 




Signature de Finventeur Date 


Inventor's signature Date 




Domicile 


Residence ^ 
S-977 53 LUIJEA, SWEDEN ^^gj/ 




Nationality 


Citizenship 
Swedish 


- 


AdressePostale 


Post Office Address 
Forskarevagen 31 A 


Nom complet de F unique ou premier inventeur , 


; Full name of sole or first inventor 




Signature de Finventeur Date 1 

/ 


Inveptor^signaUnje^ Date 

/M^V^^^ 2qmh.o-4? 




Domicile ^ 






Nationalise 


Citizenship 
Swedish 




AdressePostale 


Post Office Address 

^rafi^i^sva^n-TOB' f\ QO Lai <^ 




Nom complet du second co-inventeur, le cas echeant 


Full name of second or joint inventor y j 
NILSSONRickard 




- ^ c — s 

Signature de rinventeur Date 


Inventor's signature r r { Date 




Domicile 


Residence 

S-973 32 LULEA, SWEDEN^^^ 




Nationality 


Citizenship 
Swedish 




AdressePostale 


Post Office Address 
Lingonstigen30 
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French Language Declaration 








sfeill name of sole or first inventor 
^AHLENBERCLGunnar. 




Signature de rinvenfeur Dale 


Inventor's signature ft Date 

UJJ-/0-OL. 




Domicile 


Residence v , 
S-97632 LULEA, SWEDETf^J^f 




NaiionaEts 


Citizenship 
Swedish 




AdressePostale 


Post Office Address 
Mdvagen234 


- 


Nom comply du second co-inventeur, le cas echeant ^J-^j] 


Full name of second or joint inventor 
JOHANSSON Magnus 




Signature de Pinventeur Date 


Inventor's signature Date 


\ 


Domicile 


Residence 

S-972 41 LIO^ SWEDEN < ji^ 




Nationalite 


Citizenship 
Swedish 


-i 


AdressePostale 


Post Office Address 
Timmermansgatan34 


Nom complet de l'unique ou premier inventeur m 


Full name of sole or first inventor 
OUSSONLennart^ 




Signature de Finvaiteur Date 


Inventor's signature Date 

M^^^^A ^^^^ '?J3£>0-/0- 0*L 




Domicile 


Residence 

S-973 31UMA, SWEDEP^^^K 




Nationalite 


Citizenship 
Swedish 




AdressePostale 


Post Office Address 
Majvagen39 
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French Language Declaration 






Nom complet du second co-inventeur, le cas echeant . jp, 

I 


Full name of second or joint inventor 
OKVjgJQoraii, 




Signature de Finventeur Date 


Inventofs signature Date 




Domicile 


Residence 

S-97441LW^ SWEDEN^^^ 




Nationalise 


Citizenship 
Swedish 




AdressePostale 


Post Office Address 
Hagaplan7 
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